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“After my first week on Earth I thought
Hrmg-. nugﬁ!‘ settle doum a little.”
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Out of This World

Writer and illustrator blast off with a 12-book series
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Coville and Sansevero e
and work m the same aiy
share a singularly sick sense ol
furin anad ofTheat pas~on o
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the ~same gleeful twinkle in
therr eves when Lalk tums o
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THAT'S ILLUSTRATOR Tony Sansevero behind those glasses
and author Bruce Coville with the book and mascot named
Meep. The pair collaborate on an ongoing, 12-volume 5 res
called "I Was a Sixth-Grade Alien '

TONY SANSEVERO transformed a photo ot author Bruce
Coville {left) into a villain, with tentacles as a beard

shup seemed ey itable, but m
Ll was i stroke of Juck

Authors tarely choose their
ilustrators. Uswally, the pub
Iisher packs the artist tor a

project and acts as a hason be-

Pween the wrier and artist. Bui

when Coville heard Sansesero,

a Boston native, talk about 1l-
lustration during a local book

stgiing. he hinew he tound a
natural and 1old his publisher
sin, The publisher ashed 1o see
Sansesero’ s wiork and hired
hm

I was vers impressed be-
catise he really knew his
sl s Coville, who grew
up in Phoemis, “"He has in his
blowwd this passion for science
Prc ot annd bowror souft
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The details

What: Book-sigming and “alen
party” with Bruce Coville and
Tony Sansevero, 1o benefin
Success By hix

When: 7 p m. Friday

Where: Barnes & Noble, 3454
Ere Bivd E , De\initt
Admission: Free

Sponsored by: Barnes & Noble
and Success By Six

Info: 449-2948

Rather than communae
slovals through o distant mier-
mediary, Sansescro aind Cos-
e trade wdeas in person,
usirlly over lunch a the Dino-
saur Bar-B-0Q)

Sansevero bases his draw
ings on photographs ol reul
lfe Towal models, i luding
Cemiral New York schoolchil
dren. whom he couases imin
Wealing ~onwe hisarre cosiumes
and Tacial expressions. The
photographs serve as a hase
[ine. and then Sansevero em
helhishes For isbance
than LaSalla. a perfectis
normiai-looking 1H-vear-vld
from Jamesyille, transforms
imte Pleshit, a hald. purple
alien kad wirth an untenna. -
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Even Coville geis o prece ol
the acton. Later in the senes
look Tor him as a vollan with a
beard full of ociopus-like en-
rawles
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